


Henry Gardipy was born in 1949 on Beardy’s Reserve near Duck Lake, Saskatchewan.  Traditional Métis fiddlers such 
as Eli Dumont, John Champagne and Alec Fayant were his early mentors.  Henry proudly remembers winning contests 
such as the Reg Bouvette Trophy at Batoche from 1985-87. He presently lives in North Battleford, Saskatchewan.

Margaret Harrison was born and raised in the Katepwa Lake area of the Qu’Appelle Valley, Saskatchewan.   Her 
mother Adeline taught her how to sew and embroider. Her grandmother and her mother’s sisters, Florence and Agnes, 
also influenced her love of traditional Métis arts.  She continues to sew, embroider, and make hooked rugs.

Donna Heimbecker is a Métis of Cree and German descent. She is a graduate of GDI’s Saskatchewan Urban Na-
tive Teacher Education Program, and has worked as a classroom teacher, project manager, cultural awareness fa-
cilitator, Aboriginal employment development consultant, and community developer. She is the founder and general 
manager of the Saskatchewan Native Theatre Company.

Murray Hamilton is a Métis administrator, educator and activist originally from Lebret, Saskatchewan. He has spent 
most of his life advocating for Métis-specific issues, particularly education initiatives.  He is presently the Program 
Coordinator for GDI’s Saskatchewan Urban Native Teacher Education Program in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 

Audreen Hourie was born in 1943 in the Métis community of Grand Marais, Manitoba.  She is a founding member 
(1980) of Pemmican Publications, and became its Managing Editor in March 2000.  She has worked for the Manitoba 
Métis Federation in various capacities for the past twenty-five years as a researcher, Provincial Education co-ordinator 
and Interim President. On July 7, 2004 Ka Ni Kanichihk presented her with a Keeping the Fires Burning Award for 
her strong commitment to Métis culture and to her community.  She is now retired and living at Vernon, British Columbia. 
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Isabelle Impey was born and raised in Cumberland House, in northeast Saskatchewan. She presently works 
for the First Nations Government Specialist Training Program in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. She was involved 
with the provincial and federal Human Rights Commissions, and was a past GDI Executive Director.

Richard Lafferty was born in 1944 at Fort Providence, Northwest Territories. He plays fiddle tunes learned from 
"Old Tyme" fiddlers who travelled up and down the Mackenzie River. His uncle, Danny Bouvier, was one of his 
greatest traditional musical influences and mentors. Richard was awarded the Order of the Sash by the Métis 
Nation of the Northwest Territories for his contributions to Métis music and dance. He currently lives in Hay River, 
Northwest Territories.

Emile Lavallée was born in 1931 in the Métis community of St. Laurent, Manitoba. At the age of five, he learned to 
play on a fiddle given to him by his father.  He was once a member of the Laurentian Valley Boys Band. He fondly 
remembers playing at barn dances, socials and weddings.  One of his greatest honours was representing the Métis 
during a performance in Ottawa in 1992.

Ed Lafferty was born in 1927 at Wrigley, Northwest Territories. His greatest musical influences were his family, 
especially, his mentor and grandfather, "Old Joe" Villeneuve, an accomplished traditional Métis fiddle player.  He 
passed away in 1992, and is buried in his home community of Fort Simpson, Northwest Territories.

Guy Lavallée O.M.I. is a Métis priest who was born in St. Laurent, Manitoba in 1939.   Besides being a parish priest 
for the past thirty-five years, he holds a B.A. from the University of Ottawa and a M.A. in Cultural Anthropology from 
the University of British Columbia, and has lectured in Native Studies and Cultural Anthropology at the University 
of Ottawa and the University of Saskatchewan. In 1992, he was named the official priest of the Métis National 
Council.   He is presently the parish priest for Saint-Pierre and Saint-Viateur (Otterburne), Manitoba.

Gary Lepine was born in 1950 at Birtle, Manitoba. His father encouraged his fiddling, and gave him the family fiddle 
when he was only ten years old. One of his greatest influences was Reg Bouvette, who was also a close personal 
friend.  He has attended fiddling competitions across Western Canada. He continues to record his tunes in order 
to preserve Métis music and style. 
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Sheldon Mauvieux is an emerging Métis artist with roots in St. Louis, Saskatchewan.   The Métis Alphabet Book 
is his first published resource.  He presently lives in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.

J.D. Panas, a Métis author and illustrator, is from Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.   She draws a regular cartoon for 
the Prince Albert Rural Roots newspaper entitled “The Farmersˮ and operates and instructs her own non-profit Tae 
Kwon-Do club, the Flying Dragon Academy of Tae Kwon-Do Inc.  She and her husband Dennis also volunteer for 
the SaskTel Pioneers in and around Prince Albert. 

Hartmut Lutz was born in 1945 in Rendsburg, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany. Educated in West Germany, 
England, Sweden, and the US, he has taught in Europe and in North America, and is now chairing North-American 
Studies at the University of Greifswald.  He and his wife Ruth Lutz-Preiskorn live in Bömitz, a tiny Pommeranian 
village near the Baltic Sea and the Polish border.

Anne Patton, originally from southern Ontario, has lived in Saskatchewan for over forty years.  Her teaching experiences 
include kindergarten, special education, primary and middle grades.  To celebrate her retirement as an elementary school 
teacher, she backpacked throughout southeast Asia with her daughter.  Since returning, she has worked at Saskatchewan 
Urban Native Teacher Education Program instructing Métis education students.  She has long been frustrated by the scarcity 
of children’s literature reflecting life in Saskatchewan.  She decided to tackle that problem by writing children’s books.

Jeanne Pelletier was born in 1940 at Crooked Lake, Saskatchewan, a Métis community.  In 1980, she formed a successful 
dance group for at-risk youth.   In 1986, Steps in Time was created in partnership with GDI to complement Saskatchewan 
Education’s acceptance of the new Métis dance curriculum which she developed.  She was honoured with the title, 
“Mrs. Batocheˮ for her successful efforts to instill cultural pride in young Métis in 1987.  In 2005, she was awarded 
the Commemorative Medal for Saskatchewan’s Centennial.  At present, she teaches Métis dance in Regina at the 
Saskatchewan Urban Native Teacher Education Program and at the Eastview Community Centre.
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Homer Poitras was born in 1941 near Wolf Lake Métis Settlement in Alberta. His grandfather, Joseph F. Dion, a 
well-known Cree activist in Alberta, gave him his first fiddle. He has received many awards for his efforts in the 
preservation and promotion of Métis fiddle music and dance. He currently lives in Elk Point, Alberta.

Sherry Farrell-Racette was one of GDI’s early builders. During her tenure with GDI – as an educator, author and 
illustrator – she left an endurable legacy of highly acclaimed resources. She has also illustrated for Maria Campbell’s 
Stories of the Road Allowance People and Freda Ahenakew’s Wisahkecahk Flies to the Moon. She recently completed 
her doctorate in traditional Métis clothing and adornment at the University of Manitoba.

Darren Préfontaine is originally from Rockglen, Saskatchewan. Darren majored in Canadian History at the University 
of Regina (B.A.), the University of Saskatchewan (Honours Courses), and York University (M.A.). Since 1996, he 
has been employed with GDI as an editor, copyright negotiator, fundraiser, researcher, publishing support officer, 
curriculum developer, and community resource person.

Adeline Pelletier dite Racette was born and raised in a Métis road allowance community in the Katepwa Lake area 
of the Qu’Appelle Valley, Saskatchewan. Adeline became known for her skills as a seamstress, and worked very 
hard making and selling hooked rugs to families throughout the valley, earning extra income for the family.  She 
passed away in 2004. 

Cheryl Troupe, originally from Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, has a B.A. (Honours) in Native Studies and worked 
in the GDI Publishing Department for three years.   She is presently pursuing an M.A. in Native Studies through 
the University of Saskatchewan. 

Olive Whitford, a Métis Elder, comes from a long line of gifted storytellers who influenced her to record her family 
history and experiences.  Recently, she began submitting stories of her childhood experiences and her memories 
of her grandfather to Rural Roots, a Prince Albert newspaper. She lives on a farm near Prince Albert, 
Saskatchewan with her son Keith Magee.
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Bookstore Returns – Items may be returned only for current accounts (those which are fully paid up) and only for credit for a period 
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Mission Statement:  To promote the renewal and development of Métis culture through research, materials 
development, collection and distribution of those materials and the design and delivery of Métis specific 
educational programs and services.
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