
 

It has been a very busy summer for 
Mary and I. 

May 25th There was a very interesting        
function at Vancouver Island        
University, the dedication ceremonies 
for the Gathering Place for Aboriginal 
Studies.  We were given a tour of a 
High School classroom that operates 
on Campus. This is a school that takes 
Foreign as well as Canadian Students. 
The Students have access to all the 
facilities on campus. Some of the 
courses can be applied to University 
credits.  

Then we were taken to the Aqua-
culture centre. There we saw        
Sturgeon up to 7 feet long.  Golden & 
White Trout in various sizes and then 
there was the garden plants, growing 
in water. We saw Strawberries, green     

peppers, lettuce, etc.  You wouldn’t 
believe the root system on them.  If 
you are ever near a University that 
has a facility like this go and ask for a 
tour, it is very interesting.   

 I just recently seen on the local news 
that the construction has begun on the 
Gathering Place for Aboriginal    
Studies building at the Vancouver 
Island University.  

June 6th we were invited to Courtenay 
for their AGM, election of Officers 
and Potluck Dinner. Bryce Mercredi 
was again elected president.  He and 
his Officers do a fine job up there. 
They were having another event this 
week but unfortunately we are unable 
to attend. 
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· Enter the “In House Draw” 

· Unique Prizes 

· Veterans Merchandise 

· Crafters Items 

· And more... 
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Summertime Birthday  
Greetings 

3 

Region  1  Summer  
Report in Photos 
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Veterans Committee       
Announces Changes �
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Métis Youth Proudly joins 
BC  
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Golden & White Trout  

Young Sturgeon 

Aqua-culture plant centre 

Continued on page 2 



 

 June 20th we attended the Multi Cultural Days event at 
the 7th Day Adventist Church in Nanaimo, by invitation 
of Margaret Sloan, Mid Island Community Elder.    
Margaret and I carried the two Métis flags. 

 

June 21st Art, Marlene, Mary and I took part in the    
festivities at Duncan for the raising of the Spirit Pole 
which was from the Cowichan Games. They set up 
booths for us and we shared it with a friend and the 
Youth group for Duncan Local. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 24th we attended the Esquimalt MARPAC 
(Canadian Navy Maritime Forces Pacific) 12th Annual 
Aboriginal Days. Theme this year was Honoring     
Aboriginal Women. Guest speaker at this event was 
Grace Poulin who wrote the book Invisible Service-
women of WW II. There were 3 ladies as invited guests 
who served in WW11. Our own WW II Women’s    
Veteran, Irene Flett being one of them. 

June 27th we travelled to Abbotsford for the            
Wawshayshkwun  Clear Skies Gathering, hosted by the 
Fraser Valley Métis. After leaving Maple Ridge in time 
to reach Abbotsford at 11:00am. We finally got there at 
2:00pm. We had a flat on the Langley side of the new 
Golden Ears Bridge.  However there were still Buffalo 
burgers left and some excellent entertainment. WHERE 
WERE ALL THE METIS CITIZENS OF THE 
LOWER MAINLAND, THEY MISSED A        
WONDERFUL EVENT????? 

 

 

July 11th MNBC asked if I could do a Flag Party and 
perform Dumont Scout Duties for the National Youth 
Conference. We had three Youth attendees from the 
conference take part with the Flag Party as flag bearers.  
They did a fine job.  

 It was very refreshing to talk with the young people 
from across the Nation; they are very knowledgeable 
and enthusiastic about being Métis. Several are also 
very talented.  

The evening ended with some info about the Olympics 
which those in attendance were made aware; was not for 
publication.  This is where the Dumont Scout duties 
came in. When Members are asked not to take pictures, 
it would be nice if all adults in attendance would show 
some leadership in front of our Youth and abide by the 
request.   

The evening was rounded out with square dancers and 
Jiggers accompanied by the Fiddlers of course. 
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Margaret Sloan Walter Koenders 

The crowd gathered for the Raising of the Spirit Pole 

Irene Flett (L) 
& 

Barb 
Hulme(R)     
receiving    
recognition 

MNBC Lower Mainland Regional Director, Henry Hall 
posing on his Harley at the Clear Skies Gathering 

Walter & Mary Koenders 

Continued on page 3 
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July 23-26th Back to Batoche Days, this year there were 
twice as many people there as last year.  Get your plans 
ready for next year.  It is the 125th Anniversary of the 
Battle of Batoche, as well as the 40th anniversary of the 
“Back to Batoche Days” event. They are planning to 
have a 7 to 10 day event. President Dumont will be   
involved with the programming for next years’ event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  This year there were, the food booths and items for 
sale booths, of course. They had the rodeo again; Mini 
Chuck wagons, Chariots Races, Bull Riding, Barrel  
racing Etc. There was entertainment for Children of all 
ages, talent shows, competition for Jigging, Fiddle  
playing, Singing, Miss Teen, Horseshoes, Ball Games,  

and lots of interesting people to talk to. 

 

   

 

 

 

President Doucette and his Métis Nation of               
Saskatchewan did an excellent job.  All the 5 Homeland 
Provinces were  represented as well as MP Todd Russell 
from Labrador and Federal Senator the Honorable 
Robert Peterson, P. Eng from Sask.  
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 continued from page 2…….                        Walter & Mary Koenders 

L to r: Métis Nation Sask. President, R. Doucette, 
MNC President C. Chartier,  MNBC Veterans   
Chairman, W. Koenders and MNBC President,         
B. Dumont 

Todd Russell MP for 
Labrador with            

Walter Koenders 

Saskatchewan Métis Nation          
President,  Robert Doucette poses with 

MNBC Veterans Chairman, Walter 
Koenders  
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     JUNE 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 2009 
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Art Lefever 

(l to r) Art Lefever, Jim Louttit and Wayne 
Price taken at Campbell River Métis Day, 

where we had a table with our artefacts and a 
few sale items.  

Art Lefever and the MNBC Veterans table,  

Which was on display at the Cowichan Raising 
of the Spirit Pole. 

Attending   
Raven  
Graduation    
21 Aug 2009 
Barb Hulme, 
Lissa Smith, 
Art Lefever 

March On Veterans - Aboriginal, Métis, Inuit, 
Korea 

Barb, Lissa, Art, and 2 Raven graduates from 
Courtenay; Kirsten Lang (left) And Tessa Lang 

1st Annual Region 1 Social Meeting held on 27 Aug 2009 
in Nanaimo. ( l to r) Barbara Hulme, Minister Lissa 
Smith, Walter Koenders, Art Lefever, Dee O'Leary-

Luzney, Wayne Price.  This social was a great success as 
there was a chance for veterans to supply a lot of input for 

the upcoming AGM. 
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I am waiting to sign up 2 or 3 Veterans and that will add 
to the numbers available for membership in R2. Our 
Application form at Nova Métis Heritage Association is 

now set up so any new Veterans applicant for 
Nova Métis membership can put an (X) if they served in 
the military. 
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I must apologize for not having a Regional report for 
the summer. All of our time this summer has been 
spent, dealing with health issues, a constant flow of  
out-of-town guests, preparing our summer harvests for 
later use, and spending a lot of time with our first 
grandchild.  

 Now that summer is coming to an end I look forward to 
being able to visit the various communities within my 
region and continue to identify Métis Veterans. 

Ernest Parenteau 

Bev was in the West Kootenay the preceding week 
where she taught jigging at many of the area schools.  
After the presentation of gifts from the MNBC Nelson 
and Area Métis community, and the MNBC Veterans 
committee; we were treated to a jigging demonstration 
from some of the local Métis children.  
My thanks go out to Karen Harrison, and Donna Wright 
who organized the celebration. 

As usual things are quiet in the Kootenay but on May 
2nd I was privileged to attend a celebration of welcome 
for three newly adopted children into the Kootenay   
Métis community.  The welcoming ceremony took place 
at the Sandman Inn in Castlegar and was attended by   
60-70 people from the Nelson, Kaslo and Trail areas.  
MNBC Vice President, Dave Hodgson and his wife, 
were also in attendance, as well as Bev Lambert.   
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Gordon McGregor 
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NO REPORT AVAILABLE 

Stan Dotchain 
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 Arnold Anderson 

NO REPORT AVAILABLE 
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 Garry Martin 

NO REPORT AVAILABLE 

DID YOU KNOW….. 
Over 1,159,000 men and women served in the Canadian Armed Forces during the 

Second World War  (1939-1945); 44,093 lost their lives. 
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It is with deepest regrets that we must announce the resignation of one of our valued members and Vice-chairman, Art 

Lefever. 

Art was recently advised by the MNBC citizenship registry that there is not enough evidence to verify his  genealogical 

connection to the traditional Métis Homeland.  Having been denied Métis citizenship, Art has resigned from all posi-

tions of the Veterans Standing Committee effective September 12th, 2009 until such time as he can prove his Métis citi-

zenship. 

With Arts’ resignation several positions are being filled on an interim basis until the Veterans Standing   Committee 

election of officers to be  held in 2010. 

 

Mr Wayne Price Métis Veteran, resident of region 1 has been offered and accepted the 

position of Vice-chairman until our committee conducts its first general election. Mr Price 

brings much knowledge and experience to the position.  We look forward to working with 

Wayne.   

Welcome 

 

Mr Jim Louttit Métis Veteran, resident of region 1 has been offered and accepted the    

position of Sgt-at-arms until our committee conducts its first general election.  Mr Louttit 

brings years of experience to this position. We look forward to working with Jim and the 

continued proud displays by our Métis Flag Party.   

Welcome. 

Both gentlemen will be attending the MNBC AGM later this month and will be formally introduced to all. 

Métis Veterans Committee Executive 
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Jordan, receiving a welcoming handshake    
following enlisting in the BC Dragoons. 

�
���	�����	�������	�����	�������	����
���	�������� 		
Vernon Métis Youth, Jordan Sweeney age 17 signing up for the British 
Columbia Dragoons.  

The picture was taken at the British Columbia Dragoons Regimental Head 
Quarters in Kelowna. Where Jordan was sworn in on September 2nd of 
this year.  

The BC Dragoons are Primary Reserves. Jordan will parade with them on 
Wednesday nights and one weekend a month. Jordan  will be parading 
with "A" Squadron in Vernon. 

Jordan is the third generation of  BC Dragoons from his family. As a   Re-
servist;  Jordan is not expected to sign on for a specific period of  time�and 
has the opportunity to participate in operations overseas if he chooses. He 
is not obligated to go into operational theatres but can do so if he chooses. 

Jordan is a member of the Vernon and District Métis Association. 

Information submitted by Veteran   
Member: R Davoren 

�	�������	 ���!"���	

A  special thank you goes out to associate member, Marlene Lefever, from the Veterans Committee.  
Marlene has been instrumental in the development of our Veterans Committee uniforms. As well,  
Marlene has played an important role in the production of  several of the items the Veterans Com-
mittee marketed  through our catalogue and at Veterans' vendors tables at the various Métis Gather-
ings around the province. 

Thank-you Marlene, your hard work and dedication to our committee is deeply appreciated. 

� � � � � � � � 	 
 �

September 12th, 2009 at the Vancouver Island Métis Manage-
ment Association meeting in Courtenay BC, the new interim 
Vice-chairman of the MNCB Veterans Committee was ap-
pointed. 

In the presence of Métis provincial, regional, community level 
officials as well as other gathered guests and members, Chair-
man Koenders officially appointed Wayne Price to his position 
as vice-chairman. 
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L to R: Chairman Koenders and Minister Smith 
welcoming  newly appointed  Wayne Price.  



 

We’re on the Web                                  

www.MNBC.ca           

/Veterans 
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 Executive 

 
 
Chairman - Walter Koenders        250-248-2556                        
walterbk@shaw.ca  
 
Vice Chairman - Wayne Price        250-738-0648 
vicway@telus.net 
 
Secretary –Ernest  Parenteau           250-547-6525                          
mrsparenteau@gmail.com 
 
Membership - position VACANT contact executive for info 
                          
Women’s Rep - Barbara Hulme    250-477-6982                            
barstan@shaw.ca  
 

  
Regional Representatives 

 
 
Region 1: position VACANT contact executive for info 
 
Region 2:  Ken Fisher                  604-589-7879                                
kenfisher@novametisnewslink.ca  
                                                                    
Region 3: Ernest Parenteau         250-547-6525       
eng_on_blueacres@telus.net  
                                                                                   
Region 4: Gordon McGregor        250-354-4332                              
gordon88@telus.net  
 
Region 5: Stan Dotchain             250-962-7856     
 
Region 6: Arnold Anderson         250-624-2395                                       
raveness_rose@yahoo.com 
 
Region 7: Garry Martin               250-783-0769 
gmartin@pris.ca  
 

MNBC Minister responsible for Veterans 
Lissa Smith                                  250-213-5171 
lsmith@mnbc.ca 
 

Director of Veteran’s Affairs  
Victoria Pruden            250– 208-4937 
vpruden@mnbc.ca 

Serving Métis Veterans of BC 
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